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Why Do I Need a Building Permit? 

According to My Building Permit, there are many important reasons to obtain the 
required building permit(s) and to obtain the required inspections for your construction 
project.   

Main Reasons for Getting Permits: 

Helps Protect Property Value 

Your home or business is an investment. If your construction project does not comply 
with the codes adopted by your community, the value of your investment could be 
reduced.  

 

Saves Money 

Property insurers may not cover work or damages caused by work done without 
permits and inspections.  

 

Makes Selling Property Easier 

When property is sold through a multiple listing association, the owner is required to 
disclose any improvements or repairs made and if permits and inspections were 
obtained. Many financial institutions will not finance a purchase without proof of a 
final inspection. If you decide to sell a home or building that has had modifications 



2 
 

without a permit, you may be required to tear down the addition, leave it unoccupied 
or do costly repairs. 

 

Improves Safety 

Your permit allows the code official to reduce potential hazards of unsafe construction 
to provide for public health, safety and welfare. By following code guidelines, your 
completed project will meet minimum standards of safety and will be less likely to 
cause injury to you, your family, and your friends or future owners. Mandatory 
inspections complement the contractor’s experience and act as a system of checks and 
balances resulting in a safer project. 

 

It’s the Law 

Work requiring permits are made such by QIN laws. Work without a permit may be 
subject to removal or other costly remedies. 

 

Who Can do the Work? 

 The "property owner" ( a building or home owner) 

 An owner's agent 

 A licensed contractor 

 

When Do I Need a Permit? 

Generally, you need to obtain a building permit from the City whenever you construct, 
enlarge, alter, repair, move, remove, improve, convert, or demolish a building or other 
structure. A building could be anything from a tool shed to a house. Additionally, code 
violations are generally required to obtain a permit to correct violations including 
minor property maintenance violations. A Building Permit may include building, 
grading, plumbing, mechanical and electrical permits 
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How do I Apply for a Permit? 

We encourage you to call or visit us before you submit your building permit 
application. We will answer your questions and let you know if your proposed project 
is within the QIN development guidelines. 

Certain types of projects are required to first go through a Land Use Review process to 
ensure they comply with regulations that help protect our environmental resources; 
improve the character, appearance, and livability of our neighborhoods 

 Applicant/Project Proponent has a proposed project and brings it into the office 

 Pre-application meeting: Application given at the time of meeting with the Land 
Use Planner 

 A control number and temporary file is established 

 Applicant/Proponent returns completed application to the land use planner 

 Land use planner examines application for completeness and places it in the 
temporary file 

 If the application is deficient, the land use planner returns the application to the 
proponent for revision 

 Land use planner evaluates the submittal to ensure that it reflects QIN 
requirements; coordinates with other departments requiring permits (QDNR, 
Environmental Health) 

 Completed files are given to the building inspector 

 Building inspector checks for code compliance and necessary documents and 
creates an invoice based on the project cost (elders exempted) 

 Applicant is given the invoice. Applicant pays at Revenue Dept. 

 Receipt is received from Revenue 

 Permit is issued 

 Proponent works with building inspector to schedule inspections as necessary 

 

 

 

 

 

 


